There are interesting parallels to be drawn between Macdonald's courageous commentary and the endeavours of Britain's National Surveys of Sexual Attitudes and Lifestyles (Natsal), in addition to the challenge of reliably estimating the population prevalence of same-sex behaviour. Since their inception in the late 1980s, the Natsal studies have (also) been careful to use non-judgemental and non-stigmatising language, both in the reporting of findings but in data collection so as to maximise people's willingness to report sensitive behaviours. [3] While Macdonald recognised the spectrum, fluidity, and temporality of sexual behaviour and its distinction from sexual identity, it was only in the most recent Natsal survey undertaken 2010-12 that participants were asked to report how they described their sexual identity (in addition to their behaviour). [4, 5] This reflects Natsal's focusespecially in the initial round of the survey -to capture what people do rather than how they describe themselves, recognising, as Macdonald did, that sexual identity should not be relied upon to indicate STI/HIV risk. Macdonald's insights therefore continue to challenge our thinking as they did in the 1940s.
